13.   Accountability System





13.1  The System





13.1.1 Every firefighter will have a blue tag and a yellow tag, on a spring loaded clips, containing the department name and his/her name. The blue accountability tag will be  attached to his/her jacket. The yellow tag will be attached to the firefighters PASS device. Any firefighters that have allergies to medications will have this information on the back of the blue tag.  These tags will be used at specified incidents, there will be no exceptions.





13.1.2 The purpose of the two tag system is to maintain accountability of all firefighters on a scene (blue tag) and all firefighters that have entered a structure (yellow tag).





13.1.3 There will be a tag-in board, with apparatus identification, located in the cab of all responding units.  It is the responsibility of the firefighter sitting in the officers seat (Officer) to locate this ring and fulfill its purpose of accountability on the scene. The officer of the apparatus will retrieve the blue accountability tags of their apparatus crew. 





13.1.4 While enroute to the scene, the officer will collect the tags of the firefighters on that apparatus.  The tags, including their assignment tags, will then be placed on the tag-in board. This board will remain on the apparatus until it is need or requested for accountability. The yellow tags will be used when firefighters are preparing to enter a structure. These tags will be collected and placed at the entry point to the structure. The method of placement may include posting a firefighter at the entry point to hold and collect the yellow tags, placing the yellow tags on the ground outside the entry point or attaching the yellow tags to a fixed object. During large scale operations a “Safety” officer will be assigned to collect and control these tags. 





13.1.5 Accountability tags will NOT be collected when responding to extrications, vehicle fires, brush fires, leaf fires or other incidents designated by the IC.

















13.1.6 Upon arrival on scene the apparatus officer will locate the IC, turn in any collected yellow tags and receive the incident size-up and assignment. The apparatus officer may use the sector board to assist him/her with this accountability task.





13.1.7 Firefighters responding directly to the scene will turn in their blue tags directly to the IC.  These tags will be placed on a separate ring identifying that they have responded to the scene.





13.1.8 After firefighters have exited the structure, it is their responsibility to retrieve their OWN yellow accountability tags, immediately. Failure to retrieve their yellow tag may cause a false activation of the FAST.  





13.1.9 In the case of a lost tag, the firefighter will contact the IC, or Chief if it was not lost at an incident, and receive a replacement tag.
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