28.     Vehicle Extrication  

28.1
   Purpose 

To Standardize the training response, and provide personnel a basic standard plan for handling vehicle extrication incidents.
28.2    Policy

In the event of a vehicle rescue or extrication, the following guidelines have been established and shall be followed.
28.3   Procedure 
When the South Wall Fire Rescue Company is requested for a motor vehicle accident with extrication requested Rescue 386 will be first due. Engine 378 will be first due from the Church street station. 
A. If commercial trucks are involved, check placards and take necessary precautions. 

B. The first arriving unit will update incoming units of the extent of injuries and extrication. 

28.4  Safety

A. Establish Incident command


B. All personnel will be in protective clothing including eye protection. 


C. Apparatus shall be parked uphill if possible and parked between rescuers and oncoming traffic. 

D. Stop all fuel leaks, if possible. 


E. Check for wires down. 


F. The battery cables shall be cut or disconnected prior to extrication beginning. 


G. Prior to rescue personnel entering the vehicle, stabilize the vehicle using cribbing, step chalks and or Junk Yard Dogs. 


H. Overturned vehicles shall not be "righted" until all patients have been removed. A minimum of one (1) engine shall stand by until the vehicle is "righted". 

28.5 Operations

A. Officer in charge shall supervise the extrication operation. 


B. With safety considered, if possible an EMT or FF/EMT shall enter the vehicle and begin patient care with considerations for C-spine. 


C. If live wires are down, notify communications to request JCPL expedited to the scene. If a safe rescue can not be made, members will make verbal contact with the patient if possible. 

D. Once the patient(s) have been extricated, EMS will take over patient removal and treatment. If necessary FF/EMTs will assist. 
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